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Memorandum for the D/CI 

Subject: Air Force Request to Declassify CIA Material on Unidentified 
Flying Objects (UFO) 

1. The following is a brief review of events pertinent to the 
subject matter. 


2. In 1953 OSI convened a panel of scientists to consider reports 
on unidentified flying objects and to advise us on the potential threat 
to national security. This resulted in a report classified "secret." 



Btifi cation for 


6. In as much as a sanitised version of the 1953 report had been 
released to the Air Force in 1951 , we requested clarification in a 
meeting with an Air Force representative on 19 July. (See attachment C) 
Daring this meeting the Air Force representative showed us a USAF copy of 
the 1953 CIA report. It was stamped unclassified, indicating that the 
classification had been changed sometime prior to 19 July. 

7. A new request dated 27 July was prepared by USAF. (See 
attachment D) 

*USAF Declass/Release Instructions On File* * 


I 
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Memorandum for the D/CI 

Subject: Air Force Request to Declassify CIA Material on Unidentified 
Flying Objects (UFO) 

1. The following is a brief review of events pertinent to the 
subject matter. 

2. In 1953 OSI convened a panel of scientists to consider reports 
on unidentified flying objects and to advise us on the potential threat 
to national security. This resulted in a report classified "secret." 

3 . In 1957 following some publicity on CIA involvement in the UFO 
problem, the USAF requested and obtained an unclassified version of the 
conclusions of the 1953 report. That version avoided mentioning CIA 

STATINTL 

involvement. (See attachment A) 


5 . On 12 July 1966 USAF again requested declassification of the 1953 
report, (see attachment B) Prior publicity was given as justification for 
downgrading. 

■ 6. In as" much as a sanitised version of the 1953 report had been 
released to the Air Force in 1957* we requested clarification in a 
meeting with an Air Force representative on 19 July. (See attachment C) 
During this meeting the Air Force representative showed us a USAF copy of 
the 1953 CIA report. It was stamped unclassified, indicating that the 
classification had been changed sometime prior to 19 July. 

7- A new request dated 27 July was prepared by USAF. (See 
attachment D) 

IS 
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8 . On 10 August the Air Force representative called to ask about 
the status of our reply . She stated that Mr. John Lear^ ; a newsman, h«ul 
published an article on UFO's in the Saturday Review. (See attachment 

E, paragraph 3) This was the first indication during the recent interchanges 
that the USAF wanted to release the complete CIA report to the public. 

9. On 15 August a declassified version of the complete 1953 report 
was forwarded to the Air Force. (See attachment F) 

10. Prior to USAF receipt of the OSI reply, the Air Force called 
twice on 16 August to determine the status of our response and to ask 
about the extent of the sanitizing. 

11. They called again on 18 August to request return of the USAF 
copy of the CIA report which had been sent to us for sanitizing. (See 
attachment G) 


STATINTL 


OSl/DSD/ACMB: 


ch/7621 


^lecliytivieFUhlAcef 

(l September 66 ) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD: 

SUBJECT: Air Force Re quo at to Declassify CIA UFO Report 

REFERENCE: 1. Memo to Ch/DSD dated 20 July 1966 

2. Memo for Record dated 12 August 1966 


1. Mrs. Sara Hunt of the Air Force Office of Informa- 
tion called the undersigned twice on 16 August and once on 
18 August. 

2. The first tine she asked if our response had got- 
ten out and I told her it had. She requested the phone num- 

STATINTL ber office respons ible for issuing the reply and I 

gave her | [ number. 

3. The second time Mrs. Hunt called she wanted to 
know the extent of the deletions, if any. I told her that, 
at least, reference to CIA and names of CIA employees were 
removed, and that I had heard that some additional sanitiz- 

probably was done in the processing of the reply. 

4. The fourth call was to state that Air Force had 
received our response, and to ask for the return of their 
copy of the CIA report which had been forwarded to us with 
the request for declassification. 

STATINTL 


Distribution: 

Grig & 1 - ACMB/DSD/OSI 
1 - DSD/OS I 
1 - EO/OSI 


OS I/DSD/ ACMB: 


|:sjm/762l (23 Aug 66) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE A!R FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY D!V!SiON CAFSC) 
WRIGHT.PATTEHSON AiR FORCE BASE. OHiO 43433 


MM 

UiM 

7 jV sk 
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Declassification of the "Report of the Scientific Panel 
on Unidentified Flying Objects" JUL 


T{ r> p.f , . 


Central Intelligence Agency 

Deputy Director for Scientific Intelligence 

* * X 

1. Request that consideration be given to declassify the Report ' 
of the Scientific Panel on Unidentified Flying Objects", dated 

1'7 January 1953* 

2. Shis particular report has been referred to in a number of 
articles by the news media and by some of the more vocal UFO hobby 
clubs. 

3. Request that consideration be given to declassifying the report 
to "UNCLASSIFIED" or "FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY” . 


i/* 


\ 

\ 


\ v *> 
\ 


FOR IRE COMMANDER 

^ M . / , 

'• x / s/. n / // 

ERIC T. de JC^SOXSEERE, Colonel - , USAF 
Deputy for Technology and Subsystems 
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MEMORANDUM FOB : Chief, Defensive Systems Qivision/Gol 


SUBJECT : 


REFERENCE : 


Air Force Request to Declassify an t>81 
Paper on UFO's 

CIA/OSI "Report of the Scientific Panel 
an Unidentified Flying Objects" dated 
February 1858 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 1. Mrs. Sara B. Hunt, of the Office of Info rmation, 

’ Office of the Secretary of the Air Force-, visited | | 

| on 19 July 1968 to discuss an Air Force re- 
quest to declassify the referenced report. - L 

2. Mrs. Hunt indicated that this requ est was trig- 

jvered by the 12 May "CBS Reports" program. 25X1 A 

25X1 A f 1 Chairman of the panel, was on the show and re~ 

porteuly made sufficient references to CIA involvement in 
UFO analysis to cause a press reaction. 

3. A review of the doc uments supplied by Mrs. Hunt 

25X1 A showed that I had approved a similar Air 

Force request in oecemner is57 . This resulted in a san- 
itised version of the original consultants* report. This 
re pert presented most of the conclusions but it Did not 
refer to the original meet ing minutes, ca se histories, or 
indicate CIA involvement. I I has O.SI copies 25X1 A 

of the reports and correspondence) . 

4. Although the Air Force request now in 081 does 
not request additional declassification, Mrs. Hunt ex- 
pressed the view that this was intended. Mrs. Hunt sain 
that the Air Force is no$*/trying to declassify all U.S, 

Government werfc on UFO’s. 

8. Inasmuch as my review of the original material 
showed that significant deletions would be required for^ 
further declassification, I suggested that Mrs. Hunt ask 
the Air Force originator to submit a second request, if 
they wanted declassification of additional material from 
the* minutes and case histories. 

ftf&nnruTui 


maim 
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m USE ONLY 


tOKJFCI: Air Force Ft quest to lie classify as OSI Paper on 
•r'-'.'s 


6, Mrs. Hunt said that a more specific request woulu 
be sent to us in the near future. 

25X1 A /# | | is hold iii.;; the recent Air Force request 

until MrsT Hunt contacts us. 

25X1 A 



iiistr notion : 

Ox* ip: & 1 - Addressee 
2 -* DD/OSI 
2 - ACMB/DSD/OSI 


Od i /DSD/ ACME : 


sjjn/7521 (20 July 86) 


25X1 A 




■’ s ? : IrYu t'vjL ijffc j 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 




headquarters united states air force 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


.& v ■ '"•■ -ti 


SAFQXC 


JUL K 7 1366 




subject. Declassification of "Report of Meetings of Scientific Advisory Panel on 

Unidentified Flying Objects Convened by Office of Scientific Intelligence , 
CIA, January 14-18, 1953” 


Central Intelligence Agency 

Deputy Director for Scientific Intelligence 


ocV'i a jttcns | 

au/\ i/-\ WasMngwa, D® 


1* Request your consideration in declassifying subject report which 
includes the ’"Report of the Scientific Panel on Unidentified Flying 
Objects", dated January 17, 1953* A copy of this document is attached 
for your convenience® 


2 S Attached for further information are a letter from CM to the Air 
Force Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence dated December 20, 1957? 
and s, copy of a letter with attachments from Foreign Technology Division, 
Vright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, dated July 12, 1966. Request all 
attachments be returned to this office* 


FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 


GERALD R. JORGENSEN 
Colonel, USAF 
Chief 

Community Relations Division 
Office of Information 


3 Atch 

1* Rpt of Mtgs of Scientific Advis 
Panel on LIFOs, convened by Office 
of Scientific Intelligence, CIS., 

Jan 14-18, 1953 

2 a Ltr, CjlA to Ai‘‘, 20 Dec ISyJ 
3* Ltr, FED to CIA, Jul 12, 1966 
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD; 

SUBJECT; Air Force Request to Declassify CIA 
UFO Report 

REFERENCE: Memo for Chief, DSD/OSI, dated 20 July 66 


1. Mis* Sara Hunt of Air Force Office of Informa- 
tion phoned on 10 August to determine the status of our 
response to their request. 

2. Upon instructions from Dr. Walter Mackey I told 
her that the declassified report was being retyped and 
would be forwarded soon. Miss Hunt's restraint was admir- 
able. She pressed gently for a more specific response, 
which was not forthcoming. 

3. Miss Hunt concluded by saying that Mr. John Leard, 
a newsman, had an article on UFO’s in last week’s Saturday 
Review. She stated that they wanted to show the new ver- 
sion to him as soon as it was declassified. 


D. B. STEVENSON 

Distribution; 

Orig & 1 - ACMB/ DSD/OS I 
2 - DSD/OSI 

OSI/DSD/ACMB ; DBSte venson : s jm/7621 (11 Aug 66) 


{“mr rif. rr ru »»<•*»» ai;i ii 

i'Ufi WA uf- j\i uSE OfllY I —Tmn i 

I Exsto'iet Trom atrtamatlcj 
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1 1 AUG 1988 


Cclcuol Co raid S. JorgQns&n 

O03-.satiK.xt5r Relations £1 vision 
riflee of Information ' 

Depart;, .aui of til© .Air Pore© 

* • a a A i r. a o a 3 ,0 * 0 3 


Attest ion s SAFOIC 
Sear Colonel Jorgenson : 


Cot; ox-i sx*at zoa Sa. s £s&oa si yea to your recurs i of 
“•? «^-.Y ’- AiC for th© dcelasssif tension* of the "“r.ooort of 
Sois-asiflo _ Paso! on ^identified Flying tarn ret so* 
aoo -■-.v.-.-ieo^ef pclfeutlf i© Intelligence fools toot the report, 
i:v.» orxj;x:::zl.Ly drafted, cannot 1>b dooaxpratjed. „•", e an niter- 
A4. ui'«, a.e tpaclsicsli red vofsion has boon pro-pared which 
u^> «>..•& 0,5. por&oau©! and. part te ipat ins or,^aGi3uti.cns « 

"'■* " ,, ' E ' f ** - ■ i.‘ i t'V.e 4,0 %itis release ot tills % a X or - * i£ 
ale i.vi-^,Ov«e t-safc ponaicsicn for release has uot 'he- cc 
ortoieeo xvoa persons or organizations involved La. tto 
original rrsttl report, and that the ptaol jac-r^crs treecolver 
a ; ;iViA OitXy to tU« release of the edited sts-rj&ry and 
i-oijti'.'X* m it ,x er. t o o by «y „ p, £j. Strong i u > lifts £s tv ,.■ .y 
idv»* neoiOib.ino"c»Si* to AftlN« 

_V/o era- spst _ amtions that further publicity not be giver is 
the information that the panel was sponsored Iso thf* rv,?- /•«.»,* 

egoncy. *urvaor, to cannot authorize the listing 
^Ltf er : r '' c ‘ :a “ 8i P^ticipatiag in ths discussions in any unclasp lib 

rti <w ni. \$ K-i L • J & 


dxncercxyo 

// // /’ ^ ... 

/ \ a/'isc /v , 

Karl H. X'obor 
t&pxLty Director of 
2c 1© 3 1 i 1 1. c X s C c x i, i, soace 


Distr i but ion 
Grig; and. .1 


Addressee 

V *v' 

i-ii-ir/ G 1 pD Jk 

IPS/OGI 


OSI/lPi 
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COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS OF UEO PANEL 


General . 

The Panel Members were impressed with the lack of 
sound data in the great majority of case histories. Among 
the case histories of significant sightings discussed in 
detail were the following: 

Belief ontaine , Ohio (1 August 1952); Tremonton, Utah 
(2 July 1952); Great Falls, Montana (15 August 1950); 
Yaak, Montana (1 September 1952); Washington, D.C. 
area (19 July 1952); and Haneda A.F.B., Japan 
(5 August 1952), Port Huron, Michigan (29 July 1952); 
and Presque Isle, Maine (10 October 1952). 

After review and discussion of these cases (and about 
15 others, in less detail), the Panel concluded that 
reasonable explanations could be suggested for most sight- 
ings and "by deduction and scientific method it could be 
induced (given additional data) that other cases might be 
explained in a similar manner". The Panel pointed out that 
because of the brevity of some sightings (e.g., 2-3 seconds) 
and the inability of the witnesses to express themselves 
clearly (semantics) that conclusive explanations could not 
be expected for every case reported. Furthermore, it was 
considered that, normally, it would be a great waste of 
effort to try to solve most of the sightings, unless such 
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action would benefit a training and educational program 
(see below) . The writings of Charles Tort were referenced 
to show that "strange things in the sky" had been recorded 
for hundreds of years. It appeared obvious that there was 
no single explanation for a majority of the things seen. 

On Lack of Danger . 

The Panel concluded unanimously that there was no 
evidence of a direct threat to national security in the 
objects sighted. Instances of "Foo Fighters” were cited. 
These were unexplained phenomena sighted by aircraft 
pilots during World War II in both European and Far East 
theaters of operation wherein "balls of light” would fly 
near or with the aircraft and maneuver rapidly. They were 
believed to be electrostatic (similar to St. Elmo's fire) 
or electromagnetic phenomena or possibly light reflections 
from ice crystals in the air, but their exact cause or 
nature was never defined. If the term "flying saucers 
had been popular in 1943-1945, these objects would have 
been so labeled. 

Air Force Reporting System . 

It was the Panel's opinion that some of the Air Force 
concern over UFO’s (notwithstanding Air Defense Command 
anxiety over fast radar tracks) was probably caused by 
public pressure. The result today is that the Air Force 

2 
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has instituted a fine channel for receiving reports of 
nearly anything anyone sees in the sky and fails to under- 
stand. This has been particularly encouraged in popular 
articles on this and other subjects, such as space travel 
and science fiction. The result is the mass receipt of 
low-grade reports which tend to overload channels of 
communication with material quite irrelevant to hostile 
objects that might some day appear. The Panel agreed 
generally that this mass of poor-quality reports containing 
little, if any, scientific data was of no value. Quite 
the opposite, it was possibly dangerous in having a military 
service foster public concern in "nocturnal meandering 
lights". The implication being, since the interested 
agency was military, that these objects were or might be 
potential direct threats to national security. Accordingly, 
the need for deemphasization made itself apparent. Comments 
on a possible educational program are enumerated below. 

It was the opinion of one of the Panel members that 
the "saucer" problem had been found to be different in 
nature from the detection and investigation of German V-l 
and V-2 guided missiles prior to their operational use in 
World War II. In this 1943-1944 intelligence operation 
(CROSSBOW), there was excellent intelligence, and by June 
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1944 there was material evidence of the existence of 
"hardware" obtained from crashed vehicles in Sweden. This 
evidence gave the investigating team a basis upon which to 
operate. The absence of any "hardware" resulting from 
unexplained UFO sightings lends a "will-of-the-wisp" nature 
to the problem. The results of the investigation, to date, 
strongly indicate that no evidence of hostile act or 
danger exists. Furthermore, the current reporting system 
would have little value in the case of detection of enemy 
attack by conventional aircraft or guided missiles; under 
such conditions "hardware" would be available almost at 
once . 

Artifacts of Extraterrestial Origin . 

It was interesting to note that none of the members of 
the Panel were loath to accept that this earth might be 

•f, 

visited by extraterrestrial intelligence beings of some 
sort, some day. What they did not find was any evidence 
that related the objects sighted to space travelers. One 
of the Panel members, in his presentation, showed how he 
had eliminated each of the known and probable causes of 
sightings leaving him "extra-terrestial" as the only one 
remaining in many cases. His background as an aeronaut- 
ical engineer and technical intelligence officer could not 
be slighted. However, the Panel could not accept any of 
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the cases cited by him because they were raw, unevaluated 
reports. Terrestrial explanations of the sightings were 
suggested in some cases, and in others the time of sighting 
was so short as to cause suspicion of visual impressions. 

It was noted by others of the Panel members that extra- 
terrestrial artifacts, if they did exist, are no cause for 
alarm; rather, they are in the realm of natural phenomena 
subject to scientific study, just as cosmic rays were at 
the time of their discovery 20 to 30 years ago. This was 
an attitude in which another of the Panel members did not 
concur, as he felt that such artifacts would be of immediate 
and great concern not only to the U.S. but to all countries. 
(Nothing like a common threat to unite peoples'.) It was 
noted that present astronomical knowledge of the solar system 

f. 

makes the existence of intelligence’ beings (as we know the 
term) elsewhere than on the earth extremely unlikely, and 
the concentration of their attention by any controllable 
means confined to any one continent of the earth quite 
preposterous . 

Tremonton, Utah, Sighting . 

This case was considered significant because of the 
excellent documentary evidence in the form of Kodachrome 
motion picture films (about 1600 frames) . The Panel 
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studied these films, the case history, ATIC's interpreta- 
tion, and received a briefing by representatives of the 
USN Photo Interpretation Laboratory on their analysis of 
the film. This team had expended (at Air Force request) 
approximately 1000 man-hours of professional and sub- 
professional time in the preparation of graph plots of 
individual frames of the film, showing apparent and 
relative motion of objects and variation in their light 
intensity. It was the opinion of the P.I.L. representatives 
that the objects sighted were not birds, balloons or 
aircraft, were "not reflections because there was no 
blinking while passing through 60° of arc" and were, 
therefore, "self-luminous". Plots of motion and variation 
in light intensity of the objects were displayed. While 
the Panel Members were impressed by the evident enthusiasm, 
industry and extent of effort of the P.I.L. team, they 
would not accept the conclusions reached. Some of the 
reasons for this were as follows: 

a. A semi-spherical object can readily 
produce a reflection of sunlight without "blink- 
ing" through 60° of arc travel. 

b. Although no date was available on the 
"albedo" of birds or polyethylene balloons 
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in bright sunlight, the apparent motions, sizes 
and brightnesses of the objects were considered 
strongly to suggest birds, particularly after the 
Panel viewed a short film showing high reflectivity 
of seagulls in bright sunlight. 

c. P.I.L. description of the objects sighted 
as "circular, bluish-white" in color would be 
expected in cases of specular reflections of sun- 
light from convex surfaces where the brilliance 

of the reflection would obscure other portions of 
the object. 

d. Objects in the Great Falls case were 
believed to have probably been aircraft, and the 
bright lights such reflections. 

e. There was no valid reason for the attempt 
to relate the objects in the Tremonton sighting to 
those in the Great Falls sighting. This may have 
been due to misunderstanding in their directive . 

The objects in the Great Falls sighting are 
strongly suspected of being reflections of air- 
craft known to have been in the area. 

f. The intensity change in the Tremonton 
lights was too great for acceptance of the P.I.L. 
hypothesis that the apparent motion and changing 
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intensity of the lights indicated extremely high 
speed in small orbital paths. 

g. Apparent lack of guidance of investi- 
gators by those familiar with UFO reports and 
explanations . 

h. Analysis of light intensity of objects 
made from duplicate rather than original film. 

The original film was noted to have a much lighter 
background (affecting relative brightness of 
object) and the objects appeared much less bright. 

i . Method of obtaining data of light 
intensity appeared faulty because of unsuitability 
of equipment and questionable assumptions in making 
averages of readings. 

j . No data had been obtained on the sensi- 
tivity of Kodachrome film to light of various 
intensities using the same camera type at the 
same lens openings. 

k. Hand "jitter" frequencies (obtainable 
from early part of Tremonton film) were not 
removed from the plots of the "single pass plots" 
at the end of the film. 
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The Panel believed strongly that the data available 
on this sighting was sufficient for positive identification 
if further data is obtained by photographing polyethylene 
"pillow" balloons released near the site under similar 
weather conditions, checking bird flight and reflection 
characteristics with competent ornithologists and calculatin 
apparent "G" forces acting upon objects from their apparent 
tracks. It was concluded that the results of such tests 
would probably lead to creditable explanations of value in 
an educational or training program. However, the Panel 
noted that the cost in technical manpower effort required 
to follow up and explain every one of the thousand or 
more reports received through channels each year (1,900 in 
1952) could not be justified. It was felt that there will 
always be sightings, for which complete data is lacking, 
that can only be explained with disproportionate effort 
and with a long time delay, if at all. The long delay in 
explaining a sighting tends to eliminate any intelligence 
value. The educational or training program should have 
as a major purpose the elimination of popular feeling that 
every sighting, no matter how poor the data, must be 
explained in detail. Attention should be directed to the 
requirement among scientists that a new phenomena, to be 
accepted, must be completely and convincingly documented. 
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In other words, the burden of proof is on the sighter, 
not the explainer. 

Potential Related Dangers . 

The Panel Members were in agreement that although 
evidence of any direct threat from these sightings was 
wholly lacking, related dangers might well exist resulting 
from : 

a. Misidentification of actual enemy arti- 
facts by defense personnel. 

b. Overloading of emergency reporting 
channels with "false" information ("noiseto signal 
ratio”) . 

c. Subjectivity of public to mass hysteria 
and greater vulnerability to possible enemy 
psychological warfare. 

The first two of these problems may seriously affect 
the Air Defense intelligence system, and should be studied 
by experts, possibly under ADC. If UFO's become dis- 
credited in a reaction to the "flying saucer" scare, or if 
reporting channels are saturated with false and poorly 
documented reports, our capability of detecting hostile 
activity will be reduced. More competent screening or 
filtering of reported sightings at or near the source is 

10 
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required, and this can best be accomplished by an educa- 
tional program. 

Geographic Locations of Unexplained Sightings. 

The map prepared by ATIC showing geographic locations 
of officially reported unexplained sightings (1952 only) 
was examined by the Panel. This map showed clusters in 
certain strategic areas such as Los Alamos. This might 
be explained on the basis of 24-hour watchful guard and 
awareness of security measures near such locations. On 
the other hand, there had been no sightings in the vicinity 
of sensitive related AE establishments while there were 
occasionally multiple cases of unexplained sightings in 
non-strategic areas. Furthermore, there appeared to be 
no logical relationship to population centers. The Panel 
could find no ready explanation for these clusters. It 
was noted, however, that if terrestrial artifacts were to 
be observed, it would be likely that they would be seen 
first near foreign areas rather than central U.S. 

Instrumentation to Obtain Data . 

The Panel was of the opinion that the present ATIC 
program to place 100 inexpensive 35 mm. stereo cameras 
(Videon Cameras) in the hands of various airport control 
tower operators would probably produce little valuable 
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data related to UFO’s. However, it was recognized that 
such action would tend to allay public concern in the 
subject until an educational program had taken effect. It 
was belie ved that procurement of these cameras was partly 
the result of public pressure in July 1952. With the poor 
results of the year-long Project TWINKLE program of 24-hour 
instrumentation watch (two frames of film showing nothing 
distinguishable) , a widespread program of skywatching would 
not be expected to yield much direct data of value. 

There was considerable discussion of a possible "sky 
patrol" by amateur astronomers and by wide-angle cameras. 

It was pointed out that at present a considerable fraction 
of the sky is now — and has been for many years — under 
surveillance every clear night in several meteor and aurora 
observing programs as well as sky mapping programs at the 
various locations listed below. Although the attention of 
these astronomers is largely directed toward identified 
rather than unidentified objects, no case of any striking 
unidentified object is known to the Panel. Such an object 
would most certainly be reported if found on patrol plates. 

A case was cited where an astronomer refused to 
interrupt his exposure in order to photograph an alleged 
sighting in a different part of the sky, suggesting that if 
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a program of watching could be an adjunct of planned 
astronomical programs, little cost would be involved and 
that the trained astronomical personnel might photograph 
a sighting of an unidentified object. 

It was agreed by the Panel that no government-sponsored 
program of optical nation-wide sky patrol is worthwhile 
at the present time, and that the encouragement of amateur 
astronomers to undertake such a program might have the 
adverse effect of over-emphasizing "flying saucer" stories 
in the public mind. However, the issue of radar-scope 
cameras for recording peculiar radar echoes would serve 
several purposes, including the better understanding of 
radar interference as well as identification of UFO s. 

Radar Problem of Mutual Interference. 

This characteristic problem of radar operation 
wherein the pulse signal (of approximately the same 
frequency) from station A may be picked up on the screen 
of station B and show as a high-speed track or series of 
dots was recognized to have probably caused a number of 
UFO reports. This problem was underlined by information 
received indicating ADC concern in solving this problem 
of signal identification before service use of very 
high-speed aircraft or guided missiles (1955-1956) . One 
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Panel member believed that one answer to this problem was 
the use of a "doppler filter" in the receiving circuit. 

Another suggested that the problem might be better solved 
by the use of a "controlled jitter" wherein the operator 
receiving "very fast tracks" (on the order of 1000-D,000 
mph) would operate a circuit which would alter slightly 
his station’s pulse frequency rate. If the signal received 
on the screen had been caused by mutual interference with, 
another station, the track would now show itself at a 
different distance from the center of the screen, if it 
still appeared at all. Such a technical solution was thought 
to be simpler and would cost much less than a "doppler filter". 

Unexplained Cosmic Ray Phenomena . 

Two reported cases were examined: one at Palomar 
Mountain, California, in October 1949, when cosmic ray 
counters went "off scale for a few seconds”, apparently 
while a "V" of flying saucers was observed visually; and 
two, a series of observations by the "Los Alamos Bird 
Watchers Association" from August 1950 to January 1951, 
when cosmic ray coincidence counters behaved queerly. 

Circuit diagrams and records were available for the latter, 
and a Panel member was also quickly to point out that the 
recorded data were undoubtedly due to instrumental effects 
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that would have been recognized as such by more experienced 
observers . 

The implication that radioactive effects were cor- 
related with unidentified flying objects in these two cases 
was, therefore, rejected by the Panel. 

Educational Program . 

The Panel's concept of a broad educational program 
integrating efforts of all concerned agencies was that it 
should have two major aims: training and "debunking". 

The training aim would result in proper recognition 
of unusually illuminated objects (e.g., balloons, aircraft 
reflections) as well as natural phenomena (meteors, fire- 
balls, mirages, noctilucent clouds). Both visual and 
radar recognition are concerned. There would be many levels 
in such education from enlisted personnel to command and 
research personnel. Relative emphasis and degree of 
explanation of different programs would correspond to the 
categories of duty (e.g., radar operators; pilots; control 
tower operators; Ground Observer Corps personnel; and 
officers and enlisted men in other categories) . This 
training should result in a marked reduction in reports 
caused by misidentif ication and resultant confusion. 

The "debunking” aim would result in reduction in 
public interest ip "flying saucers" which today evqkes a 
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strong psychological reaction. This education could be 
accomplished by mass media such as television, motion 
pictures, and popular articles. Basis of such education 
would be actual case histories which had been puzzling 
at first but later explained. As in the case of conjuring 
tricks, there is much less stimulation if the "secret" is 
known. Such a program should tend to reduce the current 
gullibility of the public and consequently their suscepti- 
bility to clever hostile propaganda. 

Members of the Panel had various suggestions related 
to the planning of such an educational program. It was 
felt strongly that psychologists familiar with mass psy- 
chology should advise on the nature and extent of the 
program. Also, someone familiar with mass communication 
techniques, perhaps an advertising expert, would be helpful. 
The teaching techniques used for aircraft identification 
during the past war were cited as an example of a similar 
educational task. The amateur astronomers in the U.S. 
might be a potential source of enthusiastic talent "to 
spread the gospel”. It was believed that business clubs, 
high schools, colleges, and television stations would all 
be pleased to coope rate in the showing of documentary 
type motion pictures if prepared in an interesting manner . 
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The use of true cases showing first the "mystery” and 
then the "explanations" would be forceful. 

To plan and execute such a program, the Panel believed 
was no mean task. The current investigatory group at ATIC 
would, of necessity, have to be closely integrated for 
support with respect to not only the historical cases but 
the current ones. Recent cases are probably much more 
susceptible to explanation than older ones; first, because 
of ATIC's experience and, secondly, their knowledge of most 
plausible explanations. The Panel believed that some 
expansion of the ATIC effort would certainly be required 
to support such a program. It was believed inappropriate 
to state exactly how large a Table of Organization would be 
required . 

The Panel believed that, with ATIC's support, the 
educational program of "training and debunking" outlined 
above might be required for a minimum of one and one-half 
to two years. At the end of this time, the dangers related 
to "flying saucers" should have been greatly reduced if not 
eliminated. Cooperation from other military services and 
agencies concerned (e.g.. Federal Civil Defense Administra- 
tion) would be a necessity. In investigating significant 
cases (such as the Tremonton, Utah, sighting), controlled 
experiments might be required. An example would be the > 
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photographying of "pillow balloons" at different distances 
under similar weather conditions at che site. 

The help of one or two psychologists and writers 
and a subcontractor to produce training films would be 
necessary in addition. The Panel considered that ATIC s 
efforts, temporarily expanded as necessary, could be most 
useful in implementing any action taken as a result of 
its recommendations. Experience and records in ATIC would 
be of value in both the public educational and service 
training program envisaged. At least one Panel member was 
of the opinion that after public gullibility lessened and 
the service organizations, such as ADC, had been trained to 
sift out the more readily explained spurious sightings, 
there would still be a role for a very modest-sized ATIC 
section to cope with the residuum of items of possible 
scientific intelligence value. This section should con- 
centrate on energetically following up those cases which 
seemed to indicate the evidence of unconventional enemy 
artifacts. Reports of such artifacts would be expected to 
arise mainly from Western outposts in far closer proximity 
to the Iron Curtain than Lubbock, Texas'. 

Unofficial Investigating Groups . 

The Panel took cognizance of the existence of such 
groups as the "Civilian Flying Saucer Investigators" 
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(Los Angeles) and the "Aerial Phenomena Research Organ- 
ization (Wisconsin)". It was believed that such organiza- 
tions should be watched because of their potentially great 
influence on mass thinking if widespread sightings should 
occur. The apparent irresponsibility and the possible use 
of such groups for subversive purposes should be kept in 
mind. 

Increase in Number of Sightings . 

The consensus of the Panel was, based upon the history 
of the subject, that the number of sightings could be 
reasonably expected to increase again this summer. 
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sties to the - flying esssef 0 seas?G 0 or if report 


:":-_3 ehrasbolo ere saturated irith false and' poorly dcet&joafcsd reports 2 
;-2 j soy ability of detecting hostile activity will fee.rechiscdo 
is » luge noted that 1 , itsre eoapotest ccreoaiag or filtering of reported 
vU'gfehirga at or .near the scarce is required;, and that this can feast 
.„j a-^_.:-'.ylis!icd by on educational pragma* 
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-L; I:: i been r.o sightings is the vieinity of sensitive 


‘-2 ©cucciis&acatf; while there wca*G occasionally ^multiple 


r*f* ", ,‘0‘^ C* * ; •t? ; g ■-*' r *‘ •* •*» V?*j *~'*“*' -»'• rr- 


- appeared to he no logical rebabiorchin to population castors <» 


---cl ecuii find so reedy csplcmtloa for those clusters « 


mrfc&fc&ts i*cs*s to be observe 


-...o .Lv.:Gv.y that to; - uouin Os aeon first near foreign croao 


V.„ .,_'s«\5. W.L v? .J 




ii-.; ?uuoI t-iss of ; she opinion that the present ATKJ program to 


100 iac.pu'.sive 55 m 0 stereo castcsas in the heads of vcsdcrcs 


:.ct control tower operators would probably produce little vajb>» 


- data related to U«F o G o 0 e o However 9 it was recognised that 


*£•1- s.ctica v.-csld tend to allay public concern in the subject until 


uaeational program had taken effect* It was believed that pro» 


tuint cf these easasras 'was partly tho result of public pressure 


idly 1952 0 With the peer results of the year-long Project 


pregrora of 24"*-hcur instrumentation watch (two frames of 


showing nothing diotinguishablo) g a widespread program of sJsy** 


uld not be expected to yield much -direct 'data of value 0 


There was considerable discussion of a. possible n s Icy patrol 0 by 


and oy vaae-ang 


^atssiia cameras 
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I pointed out that at present a ecms£&erv.bla fraction 
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It ;,„3 agreed by the Panel that ao go'/srESoat^spoasored progpsx 
cpticul ai;i2pi-':il<23 airy patrol is uartJsBSiile at tha present bis©., 
eui that too caeciaugcmGut cf cisa&oss? astrosoncrs to isiisrbs&e cast 
,.> ;a\ -"ifl't Lave -Kao adverse affect? of ovc^^cas&acisass 0 flying 
:-.:aec:/ : ctcries in the pablio siado Hewsves^ the iosce of £s&^%ce:ae 
eras?* .3 for rcsoraiug poOTlic? radar cohoes would serves several 
gores- Susltdrlstg too hotter 'crf’-^ataadlag of radar iatcrferesiSG go 
v.o'il-c .0 ideubificaticri of Sgll^D* 

: Of ■ ■' PIPE 

• Ilia ehoeuitooistia prcalca of radar operation wherein the pulse 
-jsS approximately the :/v:o feogusnsy) from statics A say bo 
giflieu up oa the sorcca of. station 3 aad shew as a highspeed trad; 
v.r scries of dots was rsscguis&i to have probably ceased a sssiber of 
~_v o 0 c reports 0 Shis pspMeai was yMerlined by information received 
r_ ABO eosoesa ia solving this groblesa of signal identification 

V efc-rc scwico uso.of very high-speed aircraft or guided saissileo 
25X1 A ;.;p2^ 2gg6) « I |;olicved that cue easwea? to this prcblsa . 


25X1A 



us the usd of a. dapples? filter 13 ia th© receiving oircuito 

i 

srggeoo.,! that the problem right bo hatter solved £y the 'ass of a 

‘•'‘ccu-Srollca ^itte?” wherein the operator receiving °vcsy fast tracks 53 

(c \2 tlio order ef WQG* 2G&CS9 siopoh*) ucsaM operate a circuit which 

rwi’ad alter slightly Ms statical galsc fferjuorsy s-atoo 2f the sigual 


SrCSCiVCU Oil oiiO 


3rcs3 hzd csss* ©ssaeod ty uutuul is&erf crons© tilth 


,o_ other stations the track would as;-/ shew itself at a different diatcaso 
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Soourity 2ff creation 
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tecr; w..: c.-: hr;: k cf tho ceccen® if it still appeared at aH 


- technical soluble:: woo stealer and would coat mush lose than 


v eU't'Jv” -O' ft . • . 

:o rep-teted eases wa^ctenteteeds os© ,st ! Patear Kbustsds® Coliterte 
.;a Csxo'oi” 1949® when ccctelc rej eciatos’s went “off scale for a few ccccte 
apparently while e of £'2&$zg ssusge-s- was etectecd visually?; and tee® a 
series of etesrvntioue by tho c loo llesos Bird tfetdhore iteceoiaticsr teen 
tegus-t 195^ to ^asucry 1951® t&sa coteie raj coincidence counters bcSjavod 
25X1 A gaocrl/c. Circuit diagrams- azd records were available for 'th© latter® end 

hod able 'quic&ly to point out that the recorded data wcc?o 
undcaktenly due to instr0ES3atal effects that would have tesn recognised 
as cute by more dsperleaced observers® 

has isDlieatioa that 'radiaaotivo effects were correlated with 
vaddwsoifioi flying objects 5a thee, two cases was® therefore® rejected 
*■? the Par/Jlo 

‘aic ?ciiel®s concept of a tec-ad educational program Integrating 
effects of all concerned agencies was that it should have two major 
cJsa: tvntelng and ^dshaalda^ 0 

the training ate would result in proper recognition of ta&Taally 
JJJteteatcd objects (o 0 g» 5 balloons 3 aircraft reflections) as woll os 
r ite. fi. phenomena (jastsorc® fireballs® Dirages s nsctllueent cloud s)® 
foie terete cad radar recognition are coneame&o There would bo isscy 

S r’ p r» tt» era 

.'JJ V n* i;j ^ 
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j cL-V C"G£~^ 3 0 ^ *GC» O CnTT-^ -'T.'^ j, j 0C OCr "*0»1 

p^'scinc-l© Tiola-oivo Guphaoic end degree of eaplassviioa of different 

’ ! 

pc?cf‘:c.r-;.> trceui sc^?03pc:.:d to the categories of duty (o«goo radar cporntora 
pilete*, control z-crsz? cperatcrsg Cbcusi Gbssr-vez* Corps porscuuolj -and 


cfilecro cut oaHcted sac© in ether categories©) Ebis teaining should 


’G'_al.:t &n a un-bed reduction in reports caused by s&eifiGntificatica 


C«Q »w-» ;>ill VvOlli^>V»' «i- ■!?«£* V>‘«hCi.iV» OwVwi whtA «»A»Ui<A 

in •'■'fiyi.iig esucera 8 which tcdey ©erolses a atrong pathological reactier.© • 
Shio education could b© ccccnglished by nass media each as tolsuieicn^ 
a&t&ca rhatt.u?es i > end. popular csticx’sso Basis of such education would 
ho t: vhial eaeo Mctqries which had boon prascling at first but later 
sseiiaissdc, do in the ess© of sesjuring tniicks 3 there is smash less 
sbiaalabicu if the 8 sscs?et a is teewa® Such a program should toad to 
redraa the current galliMlity ef the public and consequently thoSr 
•eea.;.:.ptibility to- ole*©? hostile propagazda* Sis Panel noted that the . 
general shsens3 cS Session propaganda based oa a subject with, so many 
obci.ous possibilities fer cnnioitatica. might indicate a p-?.ss£aLo Etesian 

©a.... ..Lai pOi.'iGjV o 

thnbsrc of' the Panel .had various suggestions related to tho plan** 
Edit; of such an educational program© It was folt strongly that 


.liar with nuas psych 

ology 

should 

advise on the nrh 

•use 

ps?cg3?smo 2a this cc 

ancoti 

.GUj Sr 

* Hadley Gautr-il 
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who of panic., written abc-at the famous 


radio trcaSosot in 2933) qe£ has aisae performed efisrassed 


2aho::;vtc-r-y ctr.tH.GC Ik the field of perception© The noses of Sosa KhrqviLe 


(u::. ; j7c;.’c:lty of SEchigoa) eu-i Ico Roctoa waro saiftienca as gcssibl 


sc&teb&o as consultant psychologists© A2so t » eocene ftsdlicr with 


uj.Uu tMiJ *) vjx>i Jcw.j.>L* c*.w w— ^ w.io.Jvw*a Vi U W»v. f,-w 


hoaaiul© ; ihr-tSss? CksSfrey wa . naafeJ. 0 — vi ^ Co valuable 25X1 
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ac c. potentially valuable G:?ga.msatios to assist is such sa eoucabicral 


io fts teaching techniquos used ifcgr this agency for aircraft 


deceit ificctioa during the pact unr '§e^ c oitGd as an qssaapl© of a eSs&bsp 


irrational tas2c 0 The -Jam Handy 0c» which sad© World War II training 


filar (notion picture and -s3J.de strips) was also suggested,, as wail as -' J 


M alt 3icney s 2ne 0 anisated cartoons© 



suggested that the 


r^7 ■ '"1 


rtrCHoasE’S in th© U c S© alight fee a potential source of ©atlrasi«» 


actio talent ra tc spread the gospel”© It was believed that business 


olti.';s 2 high © 


OiiO'OnLS ^ colleges,, end television creations weald all 


pic: red to cooperate in the showing cf dagussntary typo action pictures 


if ws’C'carGd in an interesting saaaer© The he© of true eases shosiisg 


first th© "arotery® and then the ^oml-asatio:# would be foj?e©falo 


To plan and sxeente such a p?ogmv the Panel balieved was 220 


ecic task© The current investigatory tpcnxo at iTIO wouldj of necessity^ 


2370 'to be closely integrated for support with respect to not only the , r 
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"•-fid te sc 30 ':r;rc'V/ acilbLo-So Eso Feixtul 


V-' y-ct '- ; '--y 5 3 cffcv-tn^ escacded as sesciisarp,,... 


'■•• - ' ~ss£al &a £ii":Cc"iiaBt ?.“3 cs^ aetic-s t»:ksa as a occult of 


j-icnso fpeaziozaa and rspoads ia AE1C wcuM bs of vo2ao 



: the pnb Ho educational aid sendee traini&g program envisaged 0 


’ f w’.' vit v.\ '•-* v •!*/ N 

d leaefc^wao of -She opisica that after public galllbilfip 


:. ; .::o^oa cad the cotIco crgamsstionSs such as A2G S had bssa totted 
r;llb cub the sere rendiap czg &dn cd spurious sightings.) there would 


very nedcst-sdned AE33 section bo eopa with the 


bzazcQ of itcnn of possible scientific intelligence valtiOo This 

:bion should concentrate on energetically following up 1 (perhaps on 

!*■''' 

:. canlea of cpiGiliffed Air force Scientific Advisory Board scaberc) 


bo cacao which cossssd bo indicate. the evidence of isssosKfeabiosal 


p a:~5ii;:ctSo Bspczts of scfeh artifacts weald ee ’expected to 


:.-^g snulsly from West ora cubpopts is far closer ppoaSsaltgr to the 


a Curtain than Iubhc3k 9 lesssS 


5MJSS5XSAS?XET4 fl%0 353 • 

Slio Fans! tools cognisance of the esiotence of such groups as the 
bailian Flyis>2 Sauoa? Xnksstigatcrc? 3 (los Aageles) and the R Aerial 
/zszoiia Research Orgaaisatioa {UicooziciaK It was belisyed that 


r~’ rvy.;? *- 1 Vto r fviv " *N T't gJj •p» *2 t* 
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